
How can it be time for another newsletter already?  If you are asking the same question, time must be flying by 
for you too.  It is difficult to believe school is out for the summer and the conference is in a short four months 
from now.  OFWIM activities have been expanding this year and I want to recognize a few. 

The Executive Committee is reviewing and suggesting a few changes to our by-laws, including a new member-
ship level for students.  Please look for more information in the next few months, as the changes will need to 
be voted on and approved by the entire organization.   

The various committees have been very active.  The Elections, Nominations, and Awards Committee has been 
busy modifying awards, creating a new Collaborative Award, and soliciting nominations for officer positions.  
The Training and Education Committee is working on the first WebEx demonstration ï look for more infor-
mation soon.  The Communications Committee is very active: producing our newsletter, sending correspon-
dence for special messages, and working on creating a new web portal for better communication and document 
distribution.  There will be an announcement once it is complete and ready to use.  The Membership and 
Outreach Committee has been active as well.  There is an increase in the number of organizational member-
ships in 2008.  OFWIM members have also provided outreach at numerous professional conferences they 
attend.  If anyone is in need of a poster for display, or brochures to hand out, please contact me. 

I want to welcome Jen Pollock as our new Member-at-Large.  Rick Lorenzen was elected at our business meeting 
last year.  However, due to additional work load from his parent agency, and reduction in his resources, he felt 
it best to step down and allow someone with more time to serve the remainder of the year.  Jen graciously 
agreed.  Thanks Jen!  Thanks also to Rick for his service.  Rick hosted the conference two years ago in Minne-
sota and has been an active member for years.  Letôs hope he has the opportunity to become more active in 
coming years. 

The conference plans for Albuquerque, New Mexico at the end of October are almost complete.  Key note 
speakers, field trips, and registration information have been completed.  You are now able to register for the 
conference online.   The first Call for Papers was sent.  Look for additional information regarding award nomi-
nations later in the Newsletter. 

As the annual conference and business meeting nears, please remember to submit your abstracts, award nomi-
nations, and membership renewals.  The conference registration form will allow for both individual and organ-
izational memberships this year. 

Safe travels this summer holiday and send in those abstracts to ensure a well-attended and productive fall con-
ference! 

Warmest regards, 

Sabra Schwartz 
OFWIM 2008 president 
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Raffle Donations are needed! Raffle Donations are needed!   
Contact Lisa Zolly (lisa_zolly (at) usgs.gov) if you have a donation.  

Vote for your favorite field trip option !     

See page  7 

http://www.ofwim.org/org/awards_committee.html
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Communications  
 

Chair: Shelaine Curd Hetrick  
(e-mail: shelaine (at) iiaweb.com) 

Vice-Chair: Lisa Zolly 
 
 

Data Standards & 
Technology Trends 

 
Chair: Scott Anderson 

(scott.anderson (at) ncwild-
life.org) 

Vice-Chair: Viv Hutchison 
 
 

Elections, Nominations 
& Awards 

 
Chair: Viv Hutchison (e-mail: 

vhutchison (at) usgs.gov) 
Vice-Chair: Sabra Schwartz 

 
 

Meeting Planning 
 

Chair: Robin Carlson (e-mail: 
rcarlson (at) dfg.ca.gov) 

Vice-Chair: Julie Prior-Magee 
  

 
Membership & Outreach  

 
Chair: Aliya Ercelawn  (e-mail: 

aercelawn (at) TNC.ORG)  
Vice-Chair: VACANT 

 
 

Training & Education         
 

Chair: Don Schrupp (e-mail: 
hqwris (at) lamar.colostate.edu) 

Vice-Chair: Sabra Schwartz 

OFWIM  

Committees:  

OFWIM 2008 Conference  
Using Innovative Technology to Move  

from Planning to Implementation 
October 27ð30, 2008 

The 2008 OFWIM Conference is rapidly approaching.  This newsletter has all of the in-
formation youôll need to get ready for the event! 
 

Conference Overview 

Monday, Oct. 27 Morning/Afternoon: Field Trips   
 Evening: Welcome Social 
 

Tuesday, Oct. 28 Morning/Afternoon: Conference Sessions 
 Evening: Hackersô Ball 
 

Wednesday, Oct. 29 Morning: Conference Sessions 
 Lunch: Annual Business Meeting 
 Afternoon: Conference Sessions 
 Evening: Banquet 
 

Thursday, Oct. 30 Morning: Conference Sessions 
 

Registration 
Online registration for the conference is now available at: 
OFWIM Online Registration  
Link is: http://www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?EventId=618390] 
 

Lodging 
The conference will be held at the Albuquerque Grand Airport 
Hotel (http://albuquerquegrandairporthotel.com).  To reserve a 
room, call 505-843-7000.  Please state that you are with the 
ñOrganization of Fish and Wildlife Information Managersò to 
receive the conference rate.  Reservations must be made by Sep-
tember 26, 2008 in order to receive the conference rate. 
 
Conference rates are: $70/single room; $90/double room. Photo from: http://

albuquerquegrandairporthotel.com 

Photo from: http://albuquerquegrandairporthotel.com 

mailto:aercelawn@TNC.ORG
http://www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?EventId=618390
http://albuquerquegrandairporthotel.com/
http://albuquerquegrandairporthotel.com/
http://albuquerquegrandairporthotel.com/
http://albuquerquegrandairporthotel.com/
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USING INNOVATIVE  TECHNOLOGY TO MOVE  

FROM  PLANNING TO IMPLEMENTATION  

 

Possible topics: 

 

Implementing State Wildlife Action Plans 

Updates from the states 

Opportunities for collaboration and partnerships 

New Technology and Applications 

Putting technology to new uses for fish and wildlife management 

Comparing existing technology on the market 

New online multi-user applications 

Managing Regional Issues 

Renewable energy 

Fire 

Invasive species 

Transportation: new SAFETEA-LU 6002 regulations 

Focus on Taxonomic Groups 

Innovative technology and collaborations for managing specific taxonomic groups 

 

This call is for papers, panel discussions, and poster presentations related to the conference theme 

or to fish and wildlife information management in general. 

 

Individual papers should be 15 minutes in length to allow time for discussion.  Panel Discussions should 

fit in 1İ hour sessions.  A unique feature of the conference is the ñHackerôs Ball,ò an OFWIM tradition 

that combines the poster session with live demonstrations of applications. 

 

Deadline for submission of all abstracts (with speaker biography) is Friday July 11, 2008.  
Please use the form on the following page. 

 

Submit session topics and abstracts for papers, panel discussions, symposia, poster presentations and 

requests for Internet ports at the Hackerôs Ball to: 

 

Robin Carlson 

Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission 

Phone:  (415) 242-5784  

E-mail: Rcarlson (at) dfg.ca.gov 

 Organization of Fish and Wildlife Information Managers 

Call for Papers 
OFWIM 2008 Conference 

October 27-30, 2008 
Albuquerque, NM 
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OFWIM 2008 Conference 

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION FORM  
Deadline for submission of all abstracts is Friday July 11, 2008. 

 

 

Name:           

Organization:           

Address:           

 

Phone:           

Email:           
 

 Ä   I am submitting an abstract for a presentation. 

 Ä   I am submitting an abstract for a panel discussion. 

 Ä   I am submitting an abstract for a poster at the Hackerôs Ball. 

 

For posters only: 

 Ä   I will need internet access for my Hackerôs Ball poster/presentation. 

 

 

Abstract (1500 chars): 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biography (750 chars.): 
      

 

 

 

 

 

Please see OFWIM web site for examples of previous biographies and abstracts.  Please note all  

presentations will be made available on the OFWIM web site (http://www.ofwim.org/). 

 

Submit session topics and abstracts for papers, panel discussions, symposia, poster presentations and  

requests for Internet ports at the Hackerôs Ball to: 

 

Robin Carlson 

Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission 

Phone:  (415) 242-5784  

E-mail: Rcarlson (at) dfg.ca.gov 

http://www.ofwim.org/


The Southwestern Regional Gap Analysis Project 
(SWReGAP) provides regional datasets for Arizona, 
Colorado, New Mexico, Nevada, and Utah. These 
datasets allow ecoregional analysis of biotic elements 
and current conservation status for an area that ap-
proximates nearly one-fifth the conterminous U.S.  
This includes a 125-class land cover dataset, 819 ter-
restrial vertebrate species habitat models, seamless 
regional stewardship dataset, and gap analysis statis-
tics by state and region.  SWReGAP was a coopera-
tive effort involving many state and federal natural 
resource agencies, conservation organizations, tribal 
resource programs, and universities. 

We are working with cooperators on several specific conservation efforts.  This includes a range-wide habitat 
model for Gila Monsters using species occurrence records provided by state wildlife agencies.  We are com-
paring the SWReGAP model and this point-based model across the states of Arizona, Nevada, New Mexico 
and Utah.  Nevada Department of Wildlife and Southwest Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conserva-
tion (SWPARC) identified this project.  Another project com-
pares SWReGAP stateôs species of greatest conservation need 
(SGCN) to ñgap speciesò identified through SWReGAP.  Analy-
sis may identify species that should be reviewed for Wildlife Ac-
tion Plan updates. A third project identifies conservation focal 
areas using key habitats, factors that affect those habitats, SGCN 
richness, and gap management status to identify areas of poten-
tial conservation focus within the Southwest region. 

We scaled down habitat models and stewardship data to ad-
dress the Clark County (Nevada) Multispecies Habitat Conser-
vation Plan.  We also assessed species occurrence modeling in 
comparison to SWReGAP models. Data has also been used by 
Bernalillo County, NM and Pima County, AZ.  We have pro-
vided spatial data assistance to NMDGF for the Western Gov-
ernorôs Association and Biota Information System of New 
Mexico (BISON-M).  Potential future projects include identifi-
cation of high priority habitat and conservation focus, and in-
forming habitat stamp programs, land acquisitions, and mineral 
leases and regulations. Specific to species, projects may include 

Article: Applications of SWReGAP Data to Conservation  
By Kenneth G. Boykin, New Mexico Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, Department of Fish,               

Wildlife, and Conservation Ecology, New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico 
 

Ken Boykin was the winner of OFWIMôs 2007 Best Presentation Award 
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Map from the Species richness poster for the  
Southwest Regional Gap Analysis Project. 

Map from the Species richness poster for the  
Southwest Regional Gap Analysis Project. 

Photo credit: John J. Mosesso, Western Fence Lizard 
(Sceloporus occidentalis) Califormia, USA 


